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Question. Are the Covid vaccines permissible and is refusing the vaccine tantamount to suicide? 

Answer: The three vaccines available in the UK for Covid (Sars-Cov-2), namely, Moderna, Pfizer 

BioNTech and Oxford Astra-Zeneca, are permissible for Muslims as a precautionary measure to protect 

themselves from this disease. This opinion is carefully based on the current and officially released 

information about Covid vaccines and after consultation with medical and legal experts.1 The 

permissibility of these vaccines for one is contingent upon the recommendation of a credible physician, 

since people who are likely to have a severe allergic reaction to one of the components in the vaccine 

will be advised against it. However, these are very small in numbers.2 Every individual should consider 

their personal medical condition, the potential side effects of these vaccines and make an informed 

judgement to vaccinate. 

The purpose of these vaccines is to build protection and reduce the degree of possible suffering from 

the disease. Islamic rulings are not based on myths and rumours about the impurity or prohibition of 

substances in a product,3 and there is no evidence to support the claim that the named vaccines are 

haram to utilise in their current forms. Additionally, there is no indication in the Islamic law that makes 

the refusal of getting vaccinated tantamount to suicide as the vaccines are used before one fall ill, and 

it is not a highly efficient curative measure to treat seriously ill patients who would otherwise most 

likely or certainly die. This is acknowledged by Public Health England who state, “There is no cure 

for COVID-19, although some newly tested treatments do help to reduce the risk of complications.”4 

Had vaccine refusal been tantamount to suicide, it would classify as a major sin, and many Muslims 

would become transgressors (fussaq), but this is not the case as explained above. Thus, this guidance is 

a balanced response to the matter without overstating or understating the Islamic position. 

This statement is congruent with the subsequent resolutions of the Majlis-e-Shari’ of Mubarakpur, a 

reputable fatwa council of the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah:  

• Resolution (no.37, 2008) regarding the medical recommendations and prognosis of non-

Muslim physicians to Muslim patients 

• Resolution (no.12, 2000) on the permissibility of blood transfusions and the difference between 

oral and non-oral use of prohibited substances 

• Resolution (no.1/2, 1994) on the permissibility of the use of alcohol based medicines.  

And Allah Almighty Knows Best.  

23/01/2021              Source: www.scholarsink.wordpress.com

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-pfizer-biontech-vaccine-for-covid-

19; https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-moderna; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca (accessed 

21/01/2021). 
2 Ibid. 
3 See: al-Ahla Min al-Sukkar, Fatawa Radawiyyah (4:473-553) for a detailed assessment of this matter. 
4https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-guide-for-older-adults/covid-19-

vaccination-guide-for-older-adults (accessed 21/01/2021). 
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